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Keeping in touch

There is always a lot happening in the work of
St Luke’s and I'd like to take this opportunity
to keep you“in touch”.

Foster Care is a theme in this edition of

“In Touch”. Foster carers are volunteers who
nurture and raise children who are often
traumatised. They work towards not only
caring for these children, but in keeping them
connected with their family of origin. In most
cases, carers work with St Luke’s staff and other
professionals to achieve family re-unification
at best, or at least maintaining the vital family
connection between parents and their children.

This is challenging and rewarding work that
foster carers undertake on behalf of our
community and we are always keen to talk with
others who are considering this special form of
volunteering.

This year is the International Year of Youth and
we celebrated a big step in our youth work with
the purchase of a site at 12 Mundy Street to
house our new Youth Education Centre. This
centre is a major investment for us and we will
be seeking donations towards the $1.6 million
purchase cost. We are due to open the building
in late April.

The centre will house a range of positive
programs targeting vulnerable young people
including:

- Deemed Enrolment: education programs for
early school leavers and school non-attendees

- Youth Connections: connecting and case
managing young people to employment and
education pathways

- SmartArts: an arts program for disengaged
and/or vulnerable young women

- Chutzpah Youth Enterprise: a course to get
young people back on track by helping them
start their own business

Please contact us if you would like to contribute
directly to this new centre.

Despite the recent rains, we are working hard to
ensure St Luke’s is prepared for Code Red days
and any future catastrophic events such as we
saw last year on Black Saturday. St Luke's staff
were actively involved in supporting families
and young people following Black Saturday, but
we are conscious we were not well prepared in
terms of supporting the broader community. In
particular, our new plans ensure:

1. We have clear guidelines to support our staff
on extreme weather days.
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. We assess all our clients and help those most
vulnerable to prepare for extreme weather.
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. We have trained over 40 staff in a special
course called “Psychological First Aid"to
ensure that we are better prepared to support
the community following any major disaster.

Across the Loddon Campaspe and Southern
Riverina districts, St Luke’s staff are busy
responding to people who are facing
challenging times, providing practical help, new
skills and restoring hope. There is always more
work to do than we have the resources for, and
your interest and support for our work is always
greatly appreciated. Together we ensure not
only a fairer community today but greater
opportunities for all for the future.

Yours sincerely

David Pugh, CEO
St Luke’s Anglicare







